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SUBJ: MENGISTU CONVOKES AFRICAN DIPLOMATS 

1 . CHAIRMAN OF PROVISIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, 

LT. COL. MENGISTU, CONVOKED ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICAN DIPLOMATS 
LESS EQYPTIANS, SUDANESE AND SOMALIS MORNING MARCH 25. 

ACCORDING KENYAN CHARGE, HE INTENDED CONVOKE FRANCO- 
PHONES AFTERNOON MARCH 25. MORNING MEETING LASTED ABOUT TWO HOURS. 

2. ACCORDING KENYAN, MENGISTU GAVE THEM HISTORICAL LECTURE 
GOING BACK TO EMPEROR'S TIME (IT APPEARS USG AND UK WERE 
INSTRUMENTAL IN PUTTING HAILE SELASSIE ON THRONE, TIME NOT 
SPECIFIED), THEN THROUGH BEGINNINGS OF REVOLUTION AND NEED 
FOR ARMY TO ASSUME POWER, AND FINALLY UP TO DATE. HE THEN 
ADDRESSED SITUATIONS IN ERITREA, DJIBOUTI AND OGADEN, WITHOUT 
APPARENTLY ADDING ANY NEW INFO. HE POINTED FINGER 
STRONGLY AT ARABS, PARTICULARLY SUDAN, SAUDI ARABIA, 

EGYPT AND IRAQ, WHILE COMMENTING ON ERITREA, DJIBOUTI 

AND RED SEA. HE ALSO MADE PLAIN THAT SOMALIA WAS 
BEHIND TROUBLE IN OGADEN AND BALE PROVINCE. HE 
REPORTEDLY SUGGESTED THAT SUDAN AND EGYPT WERE PREPARED 
TAKE OFFENSIVE ACTION AGAINST ETHIOPIA ALTHOUGH HE ALSO 
APPARETNLY DIDN'T THINK IT WOULD HAPPEN. HE ALSO 
THOUGHT SAUDI ARABIA WAS MAKING EFFORT TO BECOME 
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DOMINANT IN DJIBOUTI AND AS FIRST STEP AFTER INDEPENDENCE 
WOULD SEE TO IT THAT DJIBOUTI BECAME MEMBER OF ARAB 
LEAGUE. FRENCH APPARENTLY CAME IN FOR CRITICISM THAT 
THEY WERE NOT REALLY PREPARED ABANDON COLONIAL POSTURE. 

3. HE THEN TOLD GROUP THAT ETHIOPIA WOULD BE SENDING 
EMISSARIES TO AFRICAN CAPITALS TO EXPALIN EPMG'S 
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POINTS OF VIEW (APPARENTLY REAL PURPOSE OF MEETING), 

BUT WANTED CHIEFS OF MISSION KNOW ABOUT IT IN ADVANCE. 

4. AFRICANS THEN WEIGHED IN ON CURRENT SECURITY 
SITUATION IN ADDIS. PREFACING THEI REMARKS BY SAYING 
THAT COURSE OF ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION WAS NOT THEIR 
CONCERN, AND THEY HAD NO WISH INTERFERE IN INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF ETHIOPIA, THEY THEN POINTED OUT THAT ADDIS 
SECURITY SITUATION WAS MAKING IT VER DIFFICULT TO 
CONDUCT NORMAL DIPLOMACY. THEY SPOKE OF HOUSE SEARCHES, 
CAR AND BODY SEARCHES, INDISCRIMINATE FIRING 

THAT HAS HIT ZAIRIAN, SIERAA LEONE AND ZAMBIAN (AMB) 

HOMES, INDIGNITIES AT ROAD BLOCKS AND INABILITY TO KNOW 
WHO IS WHO. THEY ASKED THAT REBELES BE GIVEN SPECIFIC 
INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING ALL DIPLOMATS, THAT ROADBLOCK 
GUARDS WEAR DISTINCTIVE UNIFORMS, THAT ROADBLOCKS BE 
ILLUMINATED, AND THAT GUARDS BE INSTRUCTED TO BE POLITE. 
THEY ALSO ASKED FOR CREATION OF KIND OF EMERGENCY 
UNIT THAT COULD RESPOND TO NIGHTTIME SITUATIONS INVOLVING 
INDIVIDUAL DIPLOMATS, HOMES OR CHANCERIES, WHETHER 
EMERGENCY, MEDICAL OR OTHER. MENGITU REPORTEDLY SAID 
HE WOULD SEE WHAT HE COULD DO, BUT REMINDED THEM THAT 
EPMG WAS IN PROCESS OF ATTEMPTING ELIMINATE ITS ENEMIES. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE MENGINTU'S REPLY ON SECURITY PROBLEM 
WAS NOT OVERLY ENCOURAGING, AFRICANS CERTAINLY GOT 
MESSAGE HOME TO HIM. WE SHALL SEE WHETHER ANYTHING 
COMES OF IT. KENYAN REPORTED MUCH TALK OF IMPERIALISM 
BY MENGISTU, BUT NO OTHER MENTION OF USG, AND NO MENTION 
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AT ALL OF CIA. 
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